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Caesar's death. The last thing the conspirators wanted was
to lose their appointments; their whole plan had aimed at
using those appointments, Caesar's work, to tide over the
stressful period until fully normal functioning returned to
the Republic. If utter confusion was created, who would
profit by it more than the mob? How could elections be
held in a city terrorised by armed soldiers? The results
would be a foregone conclusion for the extreme revolutionists.
The Liberators were thus faced with a miserable dilemma.
The only way to justify their act and bring about the state
at which they aimed was to declare Caesar a tyrant; yet to
do this would be in effect to destroy the whole procedure
and hand Rome over to the mob.

A senator, with a last effort to keep the original programme,
suggested that all Caesar's acts should be decreed null, and
then at once passed anew under a different name by the
Comitia. But Dolabella laughed.

"There is your Comitia." He pointed out towards the
tumult.

The debate drifted weakly on. How could the dilemma
be removed? Where was the formula of reconciliation?

Into the midst of the enfeebled  Senate Antonius  and
Lepidus returned, brisk, with the air of men heartened by
action.    They had harangued the crowd and promised to
see the popular will carried out, though they knew as little
as their audience what precisely was meant by the promise;
but the crowd was temporarily appeased, and Antonius
was relieved to find that the Senate, so far from becoming
, more doctrinaire, was relapsing into dismay.    But amid all
its wavering it persisted adamantinely, with a mulish vague-
ness, in the resolve to stand by the Liberators.   Indeed that
now was its only wish; it was ready to accept any compromise
that would save Brutus and hold intact the senatorial order.
Cicero now spoke.    He had wanted Caesar defamed as
-tyrant, but saw that it would be suicidal to make that
proposal.   He spoke therefore for a truce.    The great need
was an end of hostilities;   let Caesar and his work stand;
but let an, amnesty be declared on the precedent adopted
"**; Athenians to close periods of political violence.

"' ccrold have suited the mood of the House